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Science and Factual Content
noun sci·ence and fac·tu·al con·tent
\ˈsī-ən(t)s ən(d) ˈfak-chə-wəl kən-ˈtent\
: revealing and parsing the worlds of science
and history through media
: increasing popular understanding of complex
factual subjects
: transforming the ways in which audiences
gain knowledge, consume media products
and interact with programming

Welcome to the premiere event for
the international science and factual
content community.
The 25th edition of the World Congress of Science and Factual
Producers (WCSFP) annual conference took place November 29
to December 1, 2017, welcoming creators and platforms from
around the world.
With over 745 members from 27 countries in attendance, the event
in San Francisco, USA, demonstrated the conference’s position as a
mainstay for the international factual media community. A whopping
97% of members reported that they would recommend the annual
conference to a friend or colleague.
We could not be prouder of the excellent 2017 program, with
83% saying that they found there to be a good mix between
science, history factual and new media. The range of topics ran
deep and wide, from NASA to game design to innovations in
Silicon Valley. In 2017, WCSFP presented a new series of sessions
to showcase the latest technology and trends in the digital
media landscape.
In addition to informative content-led sessions, WCSFP once again
held a diverse series of events to foster and deepen industry
relationships. These included 300 one-on-one meetings between
independent producers and international buyers through Speed
Dating, 17 special Close Encounters of the Funding Kind, group
meetings between commissioning editors and media executives,
and two major social events that saw up to 500 attendees.

A landmark year for WCSFP
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Through extensive collaborative efforts, the 2017 WCSFP conference
was a great success with representation from all sectors of the industry.

WCSFP is definitely one of the highlights of the year. It’s the
perfect combination of creative inspiration, intellectual debate
and networking with people who are passionate about factual
programming. The sessions are some of the highest quality around
and there’s always something new to discover. It’s genuinely
international and I love the fact that every year we’re in a different
city. There are deals to be done, too. Oh, and it’s a lot of fun.
Clare Birks CEO, Oxford Films

Bringing converging sectors together.
WCSFP is always working to create new value for regular attendees,
while welcoming new stakeholders. The conference saw 310 new
members attend in 2017, from 27 countries. Eight members joined
the event through the Emerging Producers Bursary Program, which
offers funding and exclusive benefits for the up-and-coming.
As the Congress continues to grow, it is working to support more attendance
from regions that traditionally have low or limited representation in the
global marketplace. In 2017, targeted outreach was made to welcome
emerging professionals from all around the world.

Fostering new relationships
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Who’s here?
The content produced by Congress members is seen by almost a billion
people around the world. 82% of attendees rated the WCSFP event as
very or extremely important for meeting with the industry community
and conducting business.
The 2017 edition showcased an exceptional lineup of thought-leaders,
including:
⋅⋅ Tameem Antoniades (Ninja Theory, UK)
⋅⋅ Obi Felten (X Foundry, USA)
⋅⋅ John Ford (NPACT, USA)
⋅⋅ Brian Louden (MythBusters, USA)
⋅⋅ Jim Louderback (Vidcon/Social Starts, USA)
⋅⋅ Jon Lung (MythBusters, USA)
⋅⋅ Jane McGonigal (Institute for the Future, USA)
⋅⋅ Veronica McGregor (NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory, USA)
⋅⋅ Tim O’Reilly (O’Reilly Media, USA)
⋅⋅ Suzie Philippot (Elysium Bandini Studios, USA)
⋅⋅ Llewellyn Smith (Bluespark Collaborative, LLC, USA)
⋅⋅ Mark Thompson (The New York Times Company, USA)
An excellent 71% of survey respondents said that they were able
to advance projects or find potential new production partners at
the event, and over 88% met up to 25 new people.

“Ah, Congress. You have captured a place in my heart! Every year I juggle my daft diary
to allow time for you, to see you in your stunning new location, to bathe in your sea
of grand ideas alongside the clever folks who are also drawn to you. You are a splendid
creation, a crafty mix of business and pleasure, challenge and inspiration. No matter
my role you bring gifts, including friendships most prized. Thank you, dear Congress.
I shall see you soon.”
Sonya Pemberton, Creative Director, Genepool Productions

In the room where it happens
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WCSFP is simply the best, cutting-edge, ultimate,
extraordinary, top notch, outstanding, groundbreaking,
trend-setting, expert-driven factual congress in the
world. I can’t wait to see all friends and peers again...
No way to miss the buzz and fun out there every year.
Alexandre Soullier, Producer, Bonne Pioche Television

Sharing knowledge and best practices
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Engaging the community with diverse
programs and opportunities.
Expert-led sessions
Thirty-three content-focused sessions brought together the breadth
of the industry, while shining a light on new opportunities driven by
digital convergence of content production, distribution and interactivity.
Gaming designers, Silicon Valley leaders, commissioning editors for
digital platforms, content partnership managers and more came together
to discuss current trends and concerns. When members were surveyed,
83% found the balance of programming to be “just right.”

Social networking events
Every year, the events team creates show-stopping social and networking
opportunities in locations that showcase the host city. In this 2017 edition,
there were two incredible events held for delegates including a 25th
anniversary celebration at San Francisco City Hall and a night of American
Bandstand–themed Karaoke.

Speed Dating
Speed Dating sessions set up independent producers with international
buyers looking for ideas to be developed. In 2017, 300 meetings were
organized with 47 participating buyers and distributors.

Making Connections
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Close Encounters of the Funding Kind
Small sessions offering meetings with commissioning editors and
media executives, Close Encounters of the Funding Kind are designed to
be intimate and interactive, these events always receive considerable
interest. In 2017, 17 sessions were programmed including ones from PBS,
Discovery Channel, and Channel 4.

Micro Meetings
Two sessions offered members the opportunity to meet with Congress
partners in a group setting to learn more about the companies and
the work they do. In 2017, meetings were hosted by France Télévisions
and Vulcan Productions.

Innovation Expo
Nine exhibitors in the Innovation Expo showcased the latest technology
and trends in the digital media landscape, offering delegates unique
opportunities to explore, test and engage with the most cutting-edge
content and platforms available. In 2017, the Sloan Foundation also
supported a showcase of 6 American science creators working across
a range of platforms, technology and subject matter.

Thank you again for including us in this intense and successful event. Together we delivered
a conference I still get Thank You notes for. Not only did we amaze our attendees with
wonderful events and speakers, I believe we made the market understand how important
our job is in this post-factual world. SVT takes great pride in having been part of WCSFP16
and now we are even more open for international co-work, and will focus more intensely
to find these international projects.
Mikael Österby, Head of Factual, SVT (Host broadcaster WCSFP 2016, Sweden)
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